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The publication of the Guidebook 
is a time to reflect on the students 
who are the object of your efforts. 

Can they explain the purpose of 
the education this work defines? 



We are intentional teachers. 
They can be intentional learners. 

They can “own” their own 
educational outcomes. 



You have created GE programs with 
intentional outcomes, so now our 
students should learn to navigate 
GE, measuring their own progress 
through the landmarks you have 

created. 



  
  

Can your students talk about what 
they: 

 
 Know?  

Understand?  
 Can do?  

 
 Or do they  just want a major?  

 
 



We need to give students a 
narrative that makes sense of  
what the curriculum delivers,  
when it delivers it, and how it 

delivers it. 
 Make them intentional learners. 



Creating the Intentional Learner 



What Is An Intentional Learner? 

• One who know how to use the curriculum to 
achieve goals shared by the student and the 
institution. 

• In General Education it is one who knows the 
goals of the curriculum and can measure 
progress towards those ends. 





Intentional Learners Know We Are 
Asking Them to Accomplish Outcomes 

of Three Sort 



There are literacies that are 
necessary to further learning. 

Skills and intellectual frameworks 
without which understanding is 
impossible. 



There are approaches and 
processes that must be understood 
before you can do things easily and 
well.  



Knowing and Understanding are 
preparation for Doing. 

Without a breadth of skills and 
knowledge, it is impossible to think 
critically and apply knowledge in 
any field. 



HOW? 

We should use orientation, 
instructional methods, and 
assessment tools that teach 
students to think in terms of their 
accomplishment of the outcomes 
of General Education. 



ORIENTATION 

Induction experiences, literature, 
and classroom syllabi need to talk 
consistently about the outcomes of 
General Education.  



Utah State University 
Connections 2013 

 When you have finished the Connections course, you should be 
able to answer the following questions: 

• Why am I here? 
• What is an educated person? How does an educated person 

contribute to his or her community? 
• What role does general education play in educating a person? 
• What role does the major play in educating a person? 
 

How do I best engage myself in the process of becoming an 
educated person? 

• What does an intentional student look like? 
• What competencies do I need to develop in order to succeed? 
• What resources are available to help me succeed? 
http://www.usu.edu/connections/ 







INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS 

Using high impact pedagogies, 
deliver the message to the 
students that we expect them to 
use the things we ask them to 
know and do.  



Mark Damen 
USU 1320 History and Civilization 

Writing Intensive 
• Papers (5 X 100 pts. each) 
• Reaction papers (5 X 50 pts. each) 
• Capstone paper (200 pts. Maximum) 
Group Work 
• In-Class Discussions 
• In-Class Discussion Forms  
• Goals and Methods of Discussions  
http://www.usu.edu/markdamen/1320Hist&Civ/syllabus/CDindex.htm 

There are 300 students in this class. 
 



ASSESSMENTS 

Use assessments that ask whether 
they are achieving the outcomes 
we have established.  These teach 
the students the goals, assessing 
according to the outcomes of 
General Education. 











WHY DO THEY NEED THIS NARRATIVE?  

• It makes them more efficient learners, able of 
reaching their goals more intelligently. 

• It is the narrative that employers want to hear 
from prospective employees. 

• It teaches them to see themselves in a larger 
social context. 



According to a national [US] survey: 

A majority of employers agree 
that both specific knowledge and 
a broad range of skills are 
necessary for advancement and 
long-term career success. 



Why YOU Need This Narrative 

• Administrators, faculty and students all need 
to explain what an Associate Degree prepares 
a student to know, understand, and do.   

• As long as transfer and articulation is not 
accompanied by a narrative of quality, you 
cannot establish the respect you seek. 


